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Grisaille of Indigenous Medicinal Plants

Learning Outcome:
CP10.2 Demonstrate, a variety of drawing  techniques, skills and 
compositional strategies . . . .to communicate ideas.
CP10.4 Use inquiry to create a work of art inspired by SK artists.
CH10.1 Investigate Saskatchewan art works that convey 
perspectives about topics related to treaties. . . .

Pencil Crayons & Paper. Indigenous medicinal 
resources: Medicines to Help Us Art Cards, Métis 
Medicine, and Nature’s Hidden Gifts

- Students study the Renaissance art period, and 
practice the grisaille method, with a spotlight on 
Saskatchewan artist, Iris Hauser’s, art
- Students practice various pencil crayon 
techniques (this video demonstrates these)
- Students study botanical illustration, with a 
spotlight on avante-garde female botanical artists 
like Augusta Withers and Beatrix Potter
- Students’ assignment is to research Indigenous 
medicinal plants (see materials)  and draw these 
as pencil crayon botanical illustrations using the 
grisaille technique we practiced.  Students are 
required to include the following in their 
drawings: the plant’s Indigenous name, its 
medicinal properties, a full view of the plant with 
four zooms into the plant (for example: the bud, 
the flower, the leaf, the root, etc.).  
*Extra: Examine  Joi T. Arcand’s work with Cree 
syllabics and challenge students to include 3 
descriptive Cree words about the plants in the art

In this assignment students study the Renaissance grisaille technique and draw Indigenous medicinal plants.  
Saskatchewan Artist, Iris Hauser, is profiled. 

Aijah Spencer-McAuley

Warman High School

Rephrase outcomes as "I can" statements and mark 
each out of 10.  I also ask students to complete a 
self-reflection about the process (CR 10.2)

https://gdins.org/product/medicines-to-help-us-book-prints/
https://www.scribd.com/doc/165723457/Traditional-Metis-Medicine-and-Healing
https://www.scribd.com/doc/165723457/Traditional-Metis-Medicine-and-Healing
https://education.usask.ca/ccstu/pdfs/hidden%20gifts.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rkRwN0WSqHI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p73ii5pKz78&t=34s
http://www.joitarcand.com/

